INTRODUCTION
Taxonomy and Relationships Townes (1969:178-9) places Biconus in his Subtribe Ischnina (Ischnus, Trachysphyrus and allied mesostenine genera), where he considers it related to Chromocryptus2, Cryptopteryx, and Trachysphyrus. Biconus, however, shows some features unapproached or rarely approximated by members of the preceding genera. These characters include absence of tyloids on the male flagellum, medially bituberculate clypeus, profoundly cleft female 4th tarsomere, and tendency for loss or reduction of the brachiella vein. I remain uncertain as to the affinities of Biconus. Comparative analysis of mesostenine genera in all parts of the world probably will be necessary to clarify this problem. (Fig. l, 3 ). FEMALE. Color: antenna black with some dark brown on scape and with a white annulus (extensively brown to black stained below) on flagellomeres 3 (near apex) or 4-9 or 10 (basally); head black with dark brown on clypeus and lighter brown on mandibular condyle; mandible blackish with much brown to pale brown, especially subapicad and dorsad; palpi dull white; mesosoma pale brownish yellow, a little darker and more orangish dorsally; gaster pale brownish to orangish yellow; wings hyaline with a single brown blotch that covers basal 0.4 of discocubital cell, extends a little into base of 2nd discoidal cell, and reaches below across most of 1st brachial cell; legs pale brownish yellow with some darker staining, especially on apices of trochantelli and bases of femora, as well as with 4th and 5th tarsomeres largely dark brown.
Length offore wing: 8.1-10.1 mm. First flagellomere: 9.3-9.7 as long as deep at apex. Clypeus: with a pair of broad but weak median subapical swellings, apical margin moderately convex medially beneath swellings, lateral margin not reflexed. Malar space: 0.80-0.87 as long as basal width of mandible. Mesopleuron: largely with fine but sharp horizontally biased wrinkling. Lower metapleuron: with strong, obliquely biased wrinkling. Wing venation: radial cell 3.4-4.1 as long as wide; 2nd abscissa of radius 1.0-1.1 as long as 1st intercubitus; ramellus inserted near basal 0.3 of discocubitus; Psyche [Vol. 93 Fig. 4 . Biconus atroruber. Female in lateral view, head in anterior view, propodeum and first 2 gastric tergites in dorsal view, and ovipositor tip in lateral view. (From Townes, 1969:431). bulla of 1st abscissa of cubitus 0.1-0.2 as long as entire vein; 2nd recurrent 0.4-0.5 as long as 1st abscissa of cubitus; brachiella reaches 0.4 or less the distance to wing margin (sometimes almost absent). Propodeum: moderately elongate; basal face gently declivous, 0.70"0.85 
